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— ADVERTISEMENT. | 


A a time when the preſs teems with - 
the moſt ſcurrilous invectives againſi, the 


=. 
.® 
3 


fundamental doftrines o our religion, and 


even the neui. papers are converted. into 
trum pets of edition, by the enemies of the 
Church, ſilence on the part of its friends . 
becomes cr iminal, and a cold neutrality is 
mexcufable We are called u pon, each ac 
cording to his ability, to Hand forth in 
defence of the deftrines and aifcipline of 
our Church; both which are equally exe. 
poſed to the malevolence of " ſome, and the | 
infidious artifices of others. . 
de following Treatiſe, . extrafted chiefly 2 
from Archbiſhop Potter 8 excellent D. 
CESS . . 


„ 1 
| courſe concer ning C 578 0 overnment, it 
15 hoped, will not be deemed a Publication, 4 
at this time, either unneceſſary. or uſele ſs. 
17 was digeſted principally with a view to 
the inſtruftion. of a perſon de 22 rous of 7 in- 
05 formation on the Nature and C onfliturion 
. of the Church ; and it is hoped, that it 
N may be of eme benefit to others, who re- 
dguire inflruftion on the fame important 
- ſubjeft: this at taft may be faid in its 
Favor, that it lies within a narrow com- 

baſe, and i is level to the capacity of all. 


How unnatural it Is that the members 


EY of any ſociety ſhould be ignorant of its 
„ and eftabl; ;/hment, the principles on 


| which it Was inftituted, and the rules and 
— orders by which ts credit and dignity. have 
5 been 7 Iborted 1 1 his gnorance, hich 


55 on other occafi 22 is only extremely abſurd, 
| when applied to the princt ples of our eccle- 


Ex a. Habica 


AP * ny 
W.7 7 tical conflituticn, is ; highly reprebenfi- 
ble in itſelf, and attended with the moſt 
dreadful conſequences ; to this ignorance 3 
the adve)ſary artfully applies binſelf, R 1 
the ſpecious charafler of a candid engquirer 
after truth—an advocate for liberty of 
conſcience—and one cho makes very great 
allowance for the Jerupler 7 his Weak 
brethren. 1 
Be it our endeavour. by timely informa- 
tion, to prepare ourſelves to give a reaſon- 15 


able anſwer 70 him that enquireth concern 


ing the faith which we profeſs, the doc- 


trines which We maintain, and the d; hei- . 
ts pline 7⁰ which we ſubmit ourſelves, in all 
* bumility, as the ſervants of Chriſt. 
ad This information, we flatter ourſekver, LY 
ve may in eme reſpects be gathered from the 
6 : ollowing treat! ſe; which, without any far- ; 
rd, 


ter apology, i "Th commended to the ſerious 
4 . A 3 SEE attention 
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attention ff every candid and unprej udiced 
; reader; ; not without the moſt earneſt deſire 


that, through God's bleſſing, it may proſper 


to the ed: fication of the ignorant, the con. 
viclion of the erroneous, and the efabliſh: 
ment of the faith al; that the ever bleſſed 


Trinity may be worſhipped as ſuch, in all 


 fincerity and truth; that Chr ant may 
no longer di ſemble with Gop and with each 


other, in tranſatlions of the moſt feriou; 
nature; 5 that heir conduct may be direftel 
by knowledge , neither feverving towards a1 


enthuſiaſtic contentpr Us all order and de: 


cency on the one Band, nor towards 2 lute: 


warm 7nd Herence to ever ery. thing that 1 

fucred on the other ; but © that all wh! 
« profeſs and call thenſelves Chriſtian 
* may be led into the way of truth, and Bol 
- faith in unity of fſpiri it, in the bon 
6: 0 peace, and i in righteouſ neſs of bi 6. 
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A S the Holy Scriptures are the rule of 
* our faith and practice, it is from them 
we are to learn the nature and conſtitution 
f the Chriſtian Church, the form of its 
government, the extent of its powers, and | 
limits of our obedience. 4 
I. From the account which the Divine 
Records have given us of the Chriſtian 
burch, it appears to be no confuſed multi- 
ude of men, independent one on another, 
but a well-formed and regular ſociety. This 
s evident from the names and alluſions by 
hich it is deſcribed. It is called a family, 
hereof Chrift is the Maſter, of whom the 
whole famih 10 named (). It is | faid t to be 


© Ephef, 1 1 — 
e 4 : the- 


Tt 8 1 

the cy ft the I; ving God "Y whence Chrif. 
tian people are fellow-citizens with the 
ſaints (c). And it is often mentioned as a 
 Ringdom, of which Chrift is the king. Thus 
in our Lord' s words, Thou ar! peter, and 
upon this rock I will build ny Church, and 1 
will give unto thee the Leys of the kingdom of 
Heaven (d;) where the Church and the King- 
dom of Heaven mean the ſame thing. As a 
_ Family, a city, and a kingdom, are ſocieties, 
and the Chriſtian Church is repreſented by 

7 them, that muſt likewiſe be a ſociety. 
Some of the chief characters and proper- 
ties of this ſociety, as deſcribed in Holy: 

Scripture, are, 

Fin, That it is not a mere voluntary ſo⸗ 
ciety; but one whereof men are obliged to 
be members, as they value their everlaſting 
happineſs; for it is a ſociety appointed by 
God with enforcements of rewards and pu- 
: niſhments. That's it is of God? J | appoint 


0% Heb. od 22. N 0 rider i, . 19. | 
(4. Mat. xvi. 18, 19. | 7 I 


— 


ment 


* 5 7 


ment is certain; for it Is Se Church of the 
living God (e). That it is enforced with re- 
wards and puniſhments is not leſs certain: 
for remiſſion of ſins, the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, and eternal life, are declared to be 
the privileges: of the Chriſtian Church, and 
annexed to baptiſm, the conſtant rite off 
initiation into the Church; Re pent and be 
baptized in the name of Feſus Chriſt for the 
”, WH remiffon of fins, and ye ball receive the gift 
Y Wl of 7he Holy Ghoſt (V). And the conſequence 
Wo neglecting to hear Chriſt and his apoſtles 
may be underſtood from Matt. x. 14. bo- 
Iy foever all not receive you nor hear your words, 
when ye depart out of that houſe or city, Hale : 
%- i of che diſt of your feet. Perily, I ſay unto | 
you, it ſhall be more tolerable for the, land of 
Sodom in the day of Judgment than for that | 
city. Now as God by inſtituting this ſo- 
ciety, and annexing ſuch rewards and pu- 
niſhments, has ſufficiently declared his will, | 
that men ſhould « enter into it, all men are 


(e) 1 Tim. wy ; 5. . Ov AQs bi. 38. i 
„„ hah ©» obliged | 


cnt 
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implied in our bleſſed Savionr's words to 
S.. Peter: Thou art P eter, and upon Ibis roci 
Twill build my Church, and the gates of Hel 
x Hall never prevail againſt it (2). Whence 
the members of the Chriſtian Church arc 
ſaid to be delivered out of the power of dark- 
neſs, aud tranſlated into the kingdom e Chriſt (b. 
And the Chriflian people, as ſoldiers unde 
Cprig, are faid to fight, not againſt fleſh au 
"Blood, but againſt principalities and power 
again the rulers of the darkneſs of this world '# 
Cp againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs in high Places (i 1 La 
5 Their armour is not ſuch as will guard then #11 
bd carnal, bur dirt n it 


D 10 11 


obliged to become members of it; and it 
can in no other ſenfe be called a voluntary 
ſociety, than as it is left to every man's 
choice, whether he will be for ever happy 
or miſerable. 


Secondly, The Chriftian Church is a ſpi- 


ritual ſociety. It was founded in oppoftion [ 


to the kingdom of darkneſs. This is plainly 


C) Mat. xvi. 18. oy Col. 1. 1 3. 
01 Col. i it. 14, 15 i 


e 
ne armour of light (k), the armour of Cad. 
the girdle of truth, the breaftplate of rigbte- 
= ouſneſs, the hield of faith, the helmet of ſal> 
vation, the word of the Spirit (I). And this 


Py | 
Spiritual Society, or Kingdom of Chrift, was 

pi by the deſign of its Great Founder to be 

WM 9ifſtinct from all earthly kingdom. 6. My king- : 

nly dom, fays Chriſt, is not of this world (m) © 
to! for as earthly kingdoms are deſigned for mens” 

at temporal welfare, ſo the end of this heaven y 


He Vingdom is to promote our exerighing hap- 

; pines.” © - | ; 
T birdly, Ir: is an outward Fan 77 le . 

ciety. The name of Church 1s conſtantly : 

applied in the Scriptures to ſuch a ſociety. 

Thus we find it uſed by our bleſſed Saviour 


himſelf: Tell it to the Church. If he neglet 


o hear the Church (2). It is compared to a 
marriage feaſt, toa heepfold, to a net full 
of fiſhes, to a field of corn, &C. by which 8 
alluſions the ſociety of (Eripiass, which is 


(4) Rom. xili. 12. 0 Eph. vi. 13. 
4 John xviii, 36. ) Mat. xvill. 9. 
3 VVâ»' 


| 


= 1 
the notion implied in the name of Church, 
1s evidently deſcribed, as a viſible body of 
men, taken out of and ſeparated from the 
reſt of the world. Publick rulers were ap- 
pointed to govern the Church, the faith was 
to be publickly confeſſed, the public worſbip 
of God to be frequented, and vũ/ble ſac ra- 
ments to be received by all the members of 
it; and conſequently the Cbriſtian Church i is 
an outward and viſe ble ſociety. 
Fourthhy, It is an univerſal ſociety, both 
with regard to Place and with regard to lime. 
With regard to place; for Chriſt's commiſ. 
ſion to his apoſtles was to preach the Goſpel 
to every creature (0), and to teach and baptize 
all nations ( p); and with regard to time; 
for it is propheſied concerning Chriſt's king- 
: dom, that it ſhall Se eflabliſhed for ever, as 
the ſun and moon throughout all generations (9); 
and we are told by St. Paul, that Chriſt mu 
: reigh, till all Dis enemies, the 2 of which Is 


0 Mark xvi. 1 . : 0 Mat. n . . 
=; Pla, Ixxii. 5. „„ | 


deat, 


e 


death, ſhall be put under his feet (7), which 


cannot be till the general reſurrection; and 


he himſelf has promiſed. to be with his 


| apoſtles and their ſucceſſors always, even 
unto the end of the world ( 9). | 


II. Now ſince no well-regulated ſociety 


ever did or can ſubſiſt without officers to > 


govern it, and without ſome ſubordination 
among theſe, and ſince it appears that the 
Chriſtian Church is a regular ſociety, it muſt 


of neceſſity have its officers.” And as this 
ſociety is to be continued by a ſucceſſion of 
believers to the world's end, it follows, that 


there muſt be an uninterrupted ſucceſſion 
of officers *till that time. And as it is a 
ſociety of God's inſtitution, the officers of 


it muſt receive their commiſſion from Him, 


Firſt, That there arg officers in the Cbrif- | 


tian Church does not admit of doubt: our - 


bleſſed Lord, the head and founder of ; 


when on earth, choſe twelve that they ſhould | 


te with him, and that he might ſend them 


&) 1 Cor, xv. 25, 26. (6) Mat. xxvii. 20. 


forth 


Ss 2 14 3 
forth to preach, whom be named apaſtles 00. 
aud gave them power and authority over devils, 

and to cure al manner of diſeaſes (u); and 
beſides theſe, he appointed ober ſeventy (v). 
After his reſurrection, when he declared, 
All power was given uuto him in heaven and 
In earth, he commiſſioned his apoſtles 10 ? 
teach and baptize all nations (w), and in- f 
veſted them with the fame authority which 
he had received from his Father; AS my 
Father hath fent me, EVEN SO ſend 1 
von (*): as he had received authority to fend 
: them, ſo he gave them authority to ſend 
others; and accordingly, when they were 
farther endued with power from on high (Y): 
by the defcent of the Holy Spirit, whom 
Chriſt promiſed to ſend, we read, that they 
ordained the ſeven deacons ( 2), that Paul and 
Barnabas ordained elders in every Church (a), 
and Haul ordained Ti a ſo that from the 


5 (7) Lake vi. 12, 13. 00 Luke ix. 1, wy Luke 

x. 1. lav) Mat. xxviii. 19. (x) John xx. 21. 
(3) Mat. 3 xxviii. 19, 20. () Acts vi. 

01 AQs xiv. 23. Tag - 

beginning 


- 


7 


| 15 15 9 
sing. there were three diſtinct 0 ; 


of miniſters in the Church, namely, that of 
deacons, another of preſbyters, and over them 
a ſuperior order, in which were not only 
the apoſles, but alſo Timothy and Ti tus, who 
governed the Churches in which muy r- 
ſided. 5 


Secondly, And that thae is a | fabordiae- 
tion among the officers of this ſociety is 
evident from Scripture. For the commiſ- 


-fion of the /eventy was more limited and 
"reſtrained than that of the twelve. And as 
the apoſtles and Alſciples were ſubject to 
Chriſt, ſo were the elders and deacons to 
the apoſtles. St. Paul ſends to Miletus, 
and calls thither the elders of Epbeſus, to 
- hom he gives a moſt folemn charge; which 


is a manifeſt ſign, that they were under his 


government (3). And at Corinth, where 
ſeveral prophets and evangeliſts were then 


preſent, the fame apoſtle, being abſent, both 

excommunicates, and abſolves, and enacts 
(3) Ads xx. 17, Kc. 

5 959 n 


1 F 26}: 
| laws. Let the prophets ſpeak two or "three, | 
ad let the reft Judge (c). F any man think 
himſelf to be a prophet or ſpiritual, tet bin 
8 acknowledge that the things which I write 
unto you are the commandments of the Lord (d.) 
And in like manner, Timothy, by virtue 


of the authority conferred on him by the 


impoſition of St. Paul's hands, ruled the 
| whole Church of Epheſus, officers as well 
as private Chriſtians. Whence it is mani- 
feſt, that as the Chriſtian Church was go- 
verned by the three orders of apoſtles or 
biſhops, prieſis and deacons, ſo the ſupreme 
authority was lodged in the ſuperior order 
of. the apoſtles or biſhops, from whom the 


pPrieſis and deacons derived their power, and 


without whoſe conſent they could not law- 
fully perform any religious act. 
Thirdly, That there will be an uninter- 
rupted ſucceſſion of theſe officers in the 
Church to the world's end, may be inferred 
from the nature of their functions. Their 
(c) 1 Cor. xiv. 29. 00 I Cor xiv. 36, 37. 
47 | | conſtant 


conſtant office is to preſcribe rules for 
taining the outward peace and order an 
Church—to preach the Goſpel—to am- 


» 


members into the Church by baptiſm (e)- 


to take care that there be no ſchiſm | in the 
body ( Ho adminiſter the euchariſt (2— 5 
to oppoſe hereſies (5); and therefore their : 
continuance.is as neceſſary as their firſt in- 
ſtitution; ſo long as the Church ſhall laſt : 
and as that will be to the end of the world, 
there muſt be a conſtant ſucceſſion of officers 
till the ſame time. And that it will be ſo, - 
we have the aſſurance of our Lord's promiſe 2 
to his apoſtles juſt before his aſcenſion, Lo! 


Jam with you always, even to the end of the 
world (i) : the meaning of which promiſe 
muſt be, that they ſhould always be ſuc- 
ceeded by others in the ſame office : for as 
the apoſtles all died within the compaſs of 


fourſcore years after this extenſive promiſe _ 
was made, it could no other way be ful- 


00 Af, 38, 39. AF) 1 Cor. xii. 4. 12. 18. 24. 28. | 


@ 1 Cor. . 06) 2 Tim, 1 11. 2. 
| (i) Mat. xxviii. 20. 


4 16 1 
but by our Lord's being with 'theix 


bir. 


dere in the Goſpel 1 8 'til the m 
. ar 
"Fourthly, That the officers of this FOR ſet 
muſt receive their commiſſion from God is 
manifeſt from Hebrews v. 4. No man taketh th. 
this bonour to himſelf, but he that is called of Ml. 4 
Cad as was Aaron. Now beſides the plain th 
meaning of the words, which ſhews, that I an 
he who officiates in divine matters is to WM cr. 
be ſet apart, and to have a diſtin& com- % 
miſſion from the reſt of mankind, and that co 
this commiſſion muſt be derived from Di- acc 
vine inſtitution, the neceſſity of ſuch a Di- of 
vine commiſſion to qualify a perſon for any I the 
ſacred office may be 0 by three i invin- bit 
Cible arguments. Ch 
Firſt, From the dignity of the office. "kW 
is called an honour. The miniſters of reli- ane 
gion are the repreſentatives of God Al- uſt 
. mighty: they are the fewards of the myſte- | 
ries of God, the diſpenſers of his holy word ou: 


and ſacraments, the meſſengers and embaſſa- 


ors of Heaven. Theſe characters aſcribed 
FEY to 


— 


8 1 


to. them in Holy Scripture ſufficiently by 
monſtrate the dignity of their function, anc. 
are a plain argument that none but God bin- 1 


3 


ſelf can give them their commiſſion. 
Secondly, From the conſtant practice among 


the Jews. The apoſtle makes the calling of 
dae the pattern of all ocher miniſter n 


the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Church. Aaron 
and his ſons, and the Levites were conſe- 
crated by the expreſs command of God to 
Mofes, and they had all of them their diftintt 5 
commiſſion from Heaven, and no leſs than 
dealh was the penalty of invading their 
office (c). What Aaron and his ſons, and 
the Levites were in the temple, ſuch are the 
biſhops, preſbyters, and W in * 
Chriſtian C huren. 7 

Theſe are appointed by God as thoſe were, 
and therefore 1 It can be no leſs ſacrilege to 
uſurp their office, _— 

Thirdly, From the —— of our 108 
en, who (as the a ſpoke). Blorified | 


3 iii. 10. 


not 


| 67; 20 I: EE: 
* Bim ſclf 70 be made an high erich. But be 5 
bat ſaid unto him, 7 bon art my Son, to-day tha 
ET NN, ”- Bibs I begotten thee (1). Though our Sa. Inu 
__ -  viour wanted no gift to qualify him for this ! 
office, as having the Divine nature inſepa- 
rably united to his human, yet he would not 
enter upon his office, till he was externally 
commiſſioned thereunto by the viſible de. 
ſeent of the Holy Ghoſt upon him, and an 
audible voice from Heaven, proclaiming him 
SF, to be the Meſſiah. From all which it is 
if * 55 on evident, that no one ought to exerciſe the 


:*.- 


office of a miniſter in the Church of God 

1 without a Divine commiſſion ; and that 

> 7. _ -: - "op This officers; of the Chriſtian Church, 
biſhops, prieſts and deacons, were appointed 

by God, this, like every other Divine inſti- 

tution, muſt remain in the fame ſtate 'til 

it ſhall pleaſe God to change or wholly lay 

it aſide; for men may with the fame reaſon 

aboliſh the ſacraments of the Church, and 

all other Chriſtian inftitutions, as pretend 
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LEM „5 
that the functions of Church officers are 1 
mutable and temporary. _ ia 
III. As no ſociety can ſubſiſt Such 4 
ers, To neither can it without power to 
do all things which are neceſſary to its own 
preſervation and good government; and as 
t appears that the Church is a ſociety inſti- . 
tuted by God, and deſigned to laſt to the 
m World's end, there can be no doubt, but 
1 hat he has inveſted it with all the powers, 
he hich the nature of ſuch a ſociety requires. 
od Fr, As the Church 1 * ſpiritual ſo- 
dat Niety, all the powers which belong to it are 
ch, If the ſame nature, and ſuch as wholly relate 
o the next world; conſequently, they are 
iſtin&t from thoſe of civil magiſtrates, 
hich concern the affairs of. this life, and 
re deſigned for the preſent welfare of human 
xcieties. Our Lord himſelf wholly diſ- 
aimed all civil power, and left the civil 
ights of mankind in the ſame ſtate wherein 
e found them. And when the apofile ex- 
orts the Hebretos to yield obedience to their 
Mors, he reſtrajns it to the ailairs of their 9 


fouls = 


that 


Ful, for which their paſtors were accountable I n 
N N „„ Obey them that have the rule over fl fi 
4 yon, and ſubmit yourſelves, for they watch for at 
f a your ſouls, as they'that-mnſt-give an account (n). p 
1 \ ER Secondly, As God has appointed officers WM 4 
_ to govern his Church, the powers which he ci 
has committed to his Church for its good il of 
” government muſt ordinarily be executed by Wl w. 
them. For every office implies power, and m 

to ſay that the officers of the Church have an 
no Power but what all private Chriſtians may Ml th. 
lawfully exerciſe, is juſt the ſame as to ſay, MW me 
there are no ſuch-offcers at all; And as there pl: 

are diſtin offices, ſo there muſt be diſtinct to 
powers appropriated to every one of them ; I oth 

for as the notion of an office implies power, fl fro 

ſo diſtinct offices do neceſſarily imply diſtinct I nar 
powers: and therefore, though the Scrip- Me 
tures had been ſilent in this matter, it might ¶ fro! 

5 ſafely have been concluded, from the different N ma; 
kinds of officers whom Chriſt hath intruſted I miſ 
with the care and government of his Church, (title 


Pd 


(») Heb, xj. 17. 


„ 
not only that private Chriftians are excluded 
from the ordinary execution of any eccleſi- 
aſtical power; but that ſome powers are ap- 
propriated in ſuch a manner to the chief 
officers, that they cannot lawfully be exer-: 
ciſed. by thoſe of lower orders. The officers > 
of the Church are called God's fewards, 
who are entruſted with the care and goyern- 
ment of his hou/bold, that is, his Church; 
and whoſe buſineſs and duty it is to diſpenſe 
yy Il their conſtant. food, i. e. the word and ſacra- 
„vent to all the members of it; hence it is 
re ll plain that private Chriſtians have no power 
\t Il to diſpenſe the ordinances of the Goſpel to 
n; others, but muſt themſelves expect them 
er, from the hands of God's minifters. And the 
net names of apoſtles and angels, whereby the 


ip⸗ Meers of the Church were diſtinguiſhed 
ght from other Chriſtians in the apoſtolic age, 


manifeſtly imply, that they ated by a com- 
miſſion from God, to which the reſt had no 
title. And however great the gifts and abi- 
lities of private Chriſtians might be, none 
Inad power to exerciſe any function or office 
not „ in 


„ 1 
— the Church, who had not been firſt ap- 
proved and commiſſioned by thoſe whom God 
had inveſted with authority, to that end; 
for through the whole New Teſtament the 
gifts or abilities of Church- officers are every 
where diſti nouiſhed from their commiſſion, and 
Ae as previous qualifications to it. 
Thirdly, What theſe powers of the Church 
are, and to whom each of them belongs i in 
particular, the Scripture will inform us. 
They may be reduced under the _ 
heads, viz. The power 1. Of preaching. 
Of prayer. 3. Of baptiſm. 4. Of — "i 


ing the Lord's Supper. 5. Of confirming per- 


ſons baptized. 6. Of ordaining miniſters, 
7. Of making canons. 8. Of Jurifdifion 
9. Of demanding maintenance. 


Firſt, The firſt of theſe powers is that of 


preaching the Goſpel, which naturally pre- 


| cedes all the reſt, becauſe it is the means 
which God has been pleaſed to appoint ſor 


converting men to the Chriſtian faith, in 
order to bring them into his Church, wherein 
the other powers 3 are exerciſed, None have 
hb 


Di = FRI: 
a right to preach without a commiſſion ; for 
bow fball they preach except they be ſent (n)? 
Our Lord himſelf was ſent and commiſſioned 
by. the Father 10 preach the Goſpel (o), and 
this was one of the functions to which he 
was. anointed by the Holy Spirit. In like 
manner he ſolemnly called and /et apart his 
1 apoſtles to this office (p), and gave them con- 
nien to teach all nations (). And this 
branch of the apoſtolic office, viz. preaching 
9 the Goſpel, was derived to their ſucceſſors ot 
= he biſhops. Hence St. Paul charges Timothy 
„ preach the word (7). and one previous 
* qualification required of ſuch as were to be 
s, | ordained Siſbops, is, that they be apt 10 
teach (5); but this power was not confined 
to the bi/hops or ſuperior order of miniſters 
in the Church, for the apoſtle calls the Pre/- A 
byiers his fellow-labourers, that 1s, his afſo- 
ciates in preaching the Goſpel ; and Philip, 
who was only. a en, Preveven. the word 


(") Rom. x. 1 4, 15. (e) Luke Is; 18. 00 Mark 
Ml. 14. vi. 7. (7) Mat. xxviii. 19. (en Tis: 
. 1, 2. (5) 1 Tim. iü. 2. 8 
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en Samaria, All the different orders exer- 
ciſed this function; the . biſhops as inveſted 
with the plenitude of power, the priefts and 
_ deacons by an authority derived from them. 
Secondly, Another religious act, which has 


# 


always been appropriated. to the Clergy, is 


offering to. God the prayers of the Church. 
In ſecret every man is his own orator ; and 


in private families, performance of divine 


worſhip is incumbent on them, to whom the 


care and government of the family belong ; 
but i in the public congregations of Chriſtians, 
a divine worſhip muſt be celebrated only by 
thoſe, to whom it has pleaſed God to commit 
this office. The preſenting of the people's 
prayers to God, and interceding with him to 


bleſs them, has always been reckoned an eſ- 
; ſential part of the ſacerdotal office. The 
apoſtles join the offices of preaching and prayer 


together: we, ſay they, will give ourſelves con- 
tinually to prayer and to the miniſtry of the 


word (t). St, Fames directs ſick perſons to 


(0) Ads di. * 


ſend 


E N 
ſend for the Preſbyters of the Church to pray . 
and intercede for them (u), that their ſins may 
be forgiven. And the 7wenty-four elders in 
the Revelation, who repreſent the miniſters 
of the Chriſtian Church, have every one of 
5 them golden vials full of incenſe, which 1 18 e . 
5 prayers of the faints . 
| Thirdly, The next power is that of admit- 
ting members into the Church by baptiſm. 
nis is expreſſed in the commiſſion, which 
; our Lord gave to his apoſtles juft before his 
„ aſcenſion: Go, teach all nations, baptizing © 
I bem (w). Vet was it never underſtood to 
be ſo ſtrictly appropriated to them, but that 


miniſters. For we find that Philip che Dea 
con baptized the Samaritans and the Ethi. 
pian eunuch (x). Hence though the pow er 
of baptiſm belongs chicfly and primarily to 
the biſhops, yet it belongs alſo to Preſbyters, 
who are the biſhops* aſſiſtants in the care 
and government of the Church; and may 


0 James . 14% 050 Rev. v. 8. 
L (w) Mat. xxviii. 19. (a) Abs 3 8 
nd „5 5 2 layfally 


it might lawfully be exerciſed by inferior 5 


- 


* 


5 lawfully be committed to deacons ; but nei- 


ther Preſbyters nor deacors ought to baptize 


5 without the biſhop's allowance. 5 
Fourthly, Another power which our Lord 
has left to his Church i is that of conſecrating 


the euchariſt, or Lord's Supper. The firſt 


eucbariſt was conſecrated by our Lord himſelf 
a little before his paſſion. At the ſame time 
he gave his apo/les commiſſion to do, as he 


had done; Do this, ſaid he, in remembrance 


of me (y). Yet this office was not ſo ſtrictly 


appropriated to the apoſiles, but that it might 
be lawfully executed by the miniſters of the 
ſecond order; whence we find that the eu cha- 


riß was conſecrated in the Church of Corinth, 
when no miniſter above the order of Profoy- 


ters, who were next below the apoſtles, Was 
there. The reaſon why deacons were not 


allowed to conſecrate the Lord's Sapper was, 


becauſe this ſacrament was always believed 


to ſucceed in the place of /acrifices; and as 
none beſide the high prief, and inferior prieſts, 


(3) Luke xxil, 19. 


me 4 


ere 


4.9 1 

were permitted to offer ſacrifices under the 
Fewwiſh law, ſo none but biſhops and preſby= 
ters, who alone are pricſs in the Chriſtian 
ſenſe of that name, conſecrated the Lord 4 
* 8 

Fifth, A farther. power which belongs 
* the Church is that of impoſing hands on 
perſons baptized, commonly called confirma- 
tion. The Scripture gives us the following 
account of the exerciſe of this power: when 
Philip, the deacon and evangelift, had con- 
verted and baptized the Samaritans, be 


apaſties which were at Jeruſalem Sent unto 
them Peter and John; who having prayed and 
laid their hands on them, they received the 


Holy Ghoſt, who was before fallen upon none 
of them ; only they were baptized in the name 
of the Lord Jeſus (2). When the twelve 
diſciples at Epheſus had been baptized by 
Timothy, or ſome other of St. Paul's aſſiſtants, 
Paul laid bis hands on them, and the. Holy 
Goa Fame upon FO! a). Fr oh which pal. a 


@ A8s v vu. 14. 17. (a) AQ xix, 5 
B . ps ages 
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ſages theſe two things appear : Firſt, That 
the end and deſign of this office. was to con- 
fer the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt upon perſons 
5 lately baptized. Secondly, That it was ſo 
ſtrictly appropriated to the apgſtles, that it 
could not ordinarily be performed even by 
inſpired men and workers of miracles, who 
were of an inferior order, And that it was 
not a temporary inſtitution, but one which 


Was Fundamental to Chrijlianity, and conſe- 


quently laſting and perpetual, 18 plain from 
its being called a principle and foundation; 
and joined with ſome of the moſt effential 
duties and articles of the Chriſtian religion, 
Leaving the principles of tbe aof7rine of Chrijs, 
let us go on unto perfeflion; not laying again 
abs foundation of repentance from dead works, 
and of faith towards God, of the docrine 9 
baptiſm, and of laying on of hands, and of the 


reſurretion of the dead, ons Sa eternal Jug: 


"ment. 


 Sixthly, Another power mentioned as be- 


5 en to the Church 18 that of ordainin 
miniſters. It having been ſnewn that there 


muſt 
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muſt always be minifters of different orders 
in the Church; and that no man can ordi- 
narily exerciſe any eccleſiaſtical ice, or 
function, who is not lawfully called to * 
the next n is, from whom this call or 
commiſio? oH muſt be expected? 

Now the original of this commiſſion 18: 
from God the Father, by: whom our Loud 
was ſent-into the world to- mediate between 
God. and man, as he himſelf witneſſeth. As 
thou haſt" ſent- me into the world, faith he to 
the Father, even ſo have J alſo. ſent. them into 
the world 50 5 and to his apoſtles, 2s my Fa- 
ther ſent me, even ſo ſend T you (c). So that 
the whole power of erecting the Chriſtian 
Church, and of governing it ſince it Was 


erected, is derived from the Falber. 


But then the perſon by. whom this power 
is immediately conferred is the Holy Spirit, 
the third perſon in the blefſed and undivided 
Trinity. He it was, by. whoſe anointing 
our Lord was inveſted with his mediatorial 


3) J ohn xvii. 18. : 


(c) John xx. 21. 


office. 


EE * 
office. - Whence he is ſaid to have Sue 
zy the Spirit (d); through the Holy Spirit be 


gave commandments to the apoſtles whom he 


bad chyſen (e]. By the Spirit of God be caſt 


ou devils. Through the eternal Spirit he 


offered himſelf 10 Gad (F), and the authority 
and ſpecial grace, whereby the apofles and 
all church-officers execute their reſpective 
functions, are in the ſame manner aſcribed 
to the Spirit. This was expreſſed in the 
very form of the apoſtles* ordination, Re- 
ceive ye the Holy Gbeſt: whoſeſoever ſins ye re- 
mit, they are remitted ; and whoſe fnever fins 
ye retain, they are retained (g). Where the 
authority to remit and retain ſins is made a 
_ conſequence of their receiving the Holy 
| Ghoſt. And St. Paul aſcribes to the fame 
Spirit both the offices of the apoſtles and 
other miniſters, and their abilities to diſ- 
5 charge thoſe offices (5). So that all eccle- 
Haftical authority is the 25 of the 8 0 


00 Lake be. 18, (4) Act 1.2. 0 ) Heb. IX, 14 
; (8) John xxii, 22, 2. (4) ; Cor. xii. 1. 31. Epheſ. 
iv. 75 8. 11. e 
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Spirit. But the queſtion is, What perfolis 
God has intruſted with authority to ordain 


miniſters i in the Church? 
Andif we may be aowed to reaſon from 


the conſtitution and univerſal practice of 
civil ſocieties, we muſt conclude, that the 


power of ordaining miniſters belongs to 


the Biſhops, who are the chief governors 


of the Church, becauſe the power of con- 


ſtituting ſubordinate magiſtrates belongs | 
to the ſupreme governors of all civil ſo- 
cieties: and it is contradictory to reaſon, 
that they who exerciſe any authority, whe- 
ther in the Church or in the ſtate, ſhould 
derive their authority from any, but thoſe in 


whom the ſupreme authority is lodged. 


Accordingly we find in the Goſpel, that 
whilſt our Lord lived on earth, he reſerved 


the power of ordaining miniſters to himſelf. 


He gave the apgfles and the Seventy diſciples 
a commiſſion to preach, -but never allowed 
them, while he continued among them, to 
communicate that commiſſion to any other. 
Afterwards, when the apoſtles were the chief 
Viſible governors. of the Church, they or- 
» LEI  Gaincd | 


"2 34 * 
dained Miniſters. All the Apoſtles . 


. ordained the ſeven deacons in the Church of 
 Feruſalem (i). Panl-and Barnabas ordained 


_ elders in every Church which they viſited (&), 
In the ſame age, this authority was exerciſed 


«by others whom the apoſtles had ordained to 
be chief governors. of Churches. 7 imothy 


and Titus ordained. Miniſters in their re- 


ſpective dioceſes. of Epbeſus and Crete: but 
that no inferior order hadethis power is evi- 
dent. St, Paul tells Titus, that for this caſe 
he left him in Crete that he might. ordain 
elders in every.cily (I). But this could be 
no cauſe of leaving him there, if the pre/- 
1 byters or elders. had the power of ordination 
| lodged in them: for that. iſland had been 
converted to Chriſtianity. long before this 
epiſtle was written, and. before Ti itus came 
| _thitherz and. no. doubt there were mat 
preſbyters among them. The ſame may be 
_ aid of Timothy's being ſent to Epheſus. To 
what purpoſe was. he ſent thither, if the 
3 preſpyters there before had power to ordain? 


00 As vi. PE? : 0 Acts xiy, 23. 0 Titus 3, 559. 
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80 that it appears from Scripture, and from 
the nature of the epiſcopal office, that none 
but Biſhops have authority to ordain Mi- 
niſters in the Church; and conſequently _ 
none but thoſe. who are ordained by them, 
can be truly ſaid to have a divine commiſſi on, 
or. any e to minifler in the Gbriftiay , 


Church. | 55 


Saventbly; The next power to be. men- 
tioned, . which the Church exerciſed in the | 
primitive ages, was that of making canons, 
or laws for the behaviour of its members in 
piritual affairs: Whereby it is not meant, 
that the Church has authority to change any 
of the divine laws, or impoſe any article of 
faith, or rule of moral duty, or to preſcribe 
any condition of ſalvation, which is neither 
expreſsly contained in the Scriptures, nor 
can certainly be concluded from them; but 
only that ſhe is inveſted with power in ali 
ſuch things as relate to the out ward peace 
and order of the Church. And if it appears 
that things of this kind are left undeter- 
mined by the dar ene and alſo that-it 1s - 


B. 6 neceſſary 
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neceſſary they ſhould be determined, then 
- we cannot doubt but / that Chriſt has en- 
truſted the Church with authority to deter- 
mine them. Now that theſe are not parti- 
| cularly determined by Scripture is very evi- 


dent. For the rules of Scripture are all 


general. We are commanded to aſſemble 
together to worſhip God, but the times and 
Places are not expreſſed. We are com- 
manded 70 follow ſuch things as make for 
peace and edification, and 70 do all things de- 
cently and in order ; but the particular me- 
thods whereby order muſt be maintained, 
and edification promoted, are no where ſet 


down. Timotby, and all other Biſhops with 
him, are commanded 20 lay hands ſuddenly on 


no man, but the previous trials of ſuch as 
are candidates for holy orders, -and the time 
and methods of examination into their abi- 
lities and behaviour, are left undetermined. 
But it is neceſſary that theſe things ſhould 
be determined; for otherwiſe nothing but 
diſorder and confuſion would be ſeen in the 
church, and therefore Chriſt has certainly 


left 


. 


tai 


left the governors of his Church autho- 
rity to determine them. And accordingly | 
if we enquire into the practice of the apoſtles, 


and other primitive governors of the Chu rch, 
we ſhall find, that, beſides the ſtanding rules 


of the Goſpel, they eſtabliſhed many regu= 
lations, as the ſeveral occafions of the oy 


Churches under their care required. In 


many of St. Paul's epiſtles, eſpecially in 
thoſe to the Corinthians, he preſcribes par- 


ticular rules for the decency of divine wor- 


ſhip, the avoiding of ſcandal, and other 
things which were not determined by Chris; 
and he ſpeaks of cuſtoms which he him- 
ſelf and other apoſtles eſtabliſhed and the 
Churches obſerved (n). There is and ever 
will be the ſame neceſſity of preſcribing 
rules for the peace and good goverment 
of -the Church, and the order and decency 
of divine ſervice, that there was in the 
apoſtolic age; and cot. ſequently there is the 
lame reaſon why this authority mould de 5 


(0 2 Cor. xi, 26. 


tranſmitted. 
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wanted to the Biſhops in all ages; as any 
other part of the apoſtolical office. 


 Eighthly; From the power of making laws | 
we proceed to that of juriſdiion, or exe- 


_ cuting the laws; that is, the power of judg- 
ing and cenſuring offenders. That our bleſſed 

Lord has entruſted the Church, and particu- 
larly the governors of it, with authority to 


cenſure offenders, and to exclade them from | 


its communion will appear, if we conſider 
the Church, 1ſt, as a» foctety; for this au- 
15 thority 1 18 exerciſed by all ſoc ieties whatever. 
And as in civil ſocieties, „this authority 18: 
neceſſary for ſecuring mens” lives and pro- 
perties; which is the. chief end for- which 
it pleaſed: God to inſtitute theſe ſocieties ; 


ſo in the Church or: ſpiritual ſociety; the 
ſame authority is equally neceſſary to attain 


the ends for which the Church was founded; 
namely, te maintain the- purity of divine 
_ worſhip, to ſecure men from the pollutions 
of the world, and train them up in virtue 
and piety now, in order to make them happy 
for ever; all which cannot be effected, if 


the 


L N 


if the Church has not power to exclude 


from its communion ſuch unworthy mem 


bers as endeavour to oppoſe theſe ends by | 
15 promoting vice, ſuperſtition, and. infidelity. 
Secondly, As a. ſociety, the privileges. 
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whereof are conditional ; for none. muſt be 


admitted into the Church by baptiſm, who» 
do not, by.themſelves-or their ſureties, pro- 
feſs the faith, and vow obedience to the 


laws of Chriſt; and if theſe. conditions are 
_ neceſſary. for mens' admiſſion. into the 


Church, they muſt be ſo for their continu- 

ance in it. For no reaſon. can be ſhewn 5 

wWhy men ſhould be obliged to vow faith and 
_ obedience in order to their becoming mem 

bers of the Church, which does not equally 
hold for their exclufion from it when they 

| notoriouſly break that vow :. fo that the 
power of excommunication is a manifeſt con- 

ſequence of the baptiſmal covenant, and com- 
mitted to the governors of the Church, who 


| have the diſpenfation of the ſacraments. 


Thirdly, As it has received this power 
from our Lord's inſtitution... Upon Peter's | 


8 confeſſing 
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ads 0 our Lord to be the Son of Cod, he 


declared firſt, that upon this rock he would 
Build his Church, againſt which the gates of 
bell ſhould never prevail ; and then added, 
Iwill give unto thee, (that is, to Peter; and 
v ith him to the reſt of the apoſtles,) Ibe keys 
l be kingdom of heaven, and whatſoever thou 
Halt bind on earth, fall be bound in heaven, 
and whatſoever thou ſhalt looſe on earth fall 
be liofed in heaven{n); the meaning of which 
promiſe is manifeſtly this, that the apoſtles i 


and their ſucceſſors ſhould be chief govern- 


ors of the Church under Ch riſt, and as ſuch 
ſhould have authority to admit and exclude, 


to condemn or abſolve, whom they judged _ 


convenient, which Is certain from another 
paffage, where our Lord having cautioned 
his diſciples that they ſhould not offend 
others, proceeds to inſtruct them how to 
behave themſelves when others ſhould offend 
them. That firſt they. ſhould privately ; 
_ A" the offender ; ; if this did not t bring 
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him to repentance they ſhould then reprove 
him before wo or three witneſſes ; but if this 
alſo proved unſucceſsful, their laſt remedy G(ﬀ_ 
ſhould be to tell it to the Church; and if the 
offender Rill neglected to hear, as their au- 
thority was wholly ſpiritual, and thef could 
not inflict any civil puniſhment on him, all 

that our Lord directs them to do is, that 

they ſhould account the obſtinate offender 
as an heathen or a publican (o), they ſhould 
look on him no longer as a member of the 
Church, but place him among infidels, and 
other profiizate men, whoſe converſation 
they uſed to ſhun, 

That this authority was a and held Ei - 

to be of divine right by the Apoſtles and 

their ſucceſſors the Biſhops of the primitive 
Church, is clear; from the caſe of Ananias 
and Sappbira, when it pleaſed God to atteſt 
the apoftolic authority of retaining fins by 
enabling Peter to ſtrike. both the offenders 
' with preſent death (ↄ): and from the caſe of 


— 
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a 


1 4⁰ 1 
confeſſing our r Lord to be the Son of Gel, he 
declared firſt, that upon this rock he would 
build his Church, againſt which rhe gates of 
Sell ſhould never prevail ; and then added, . 
Iwill give unto thee, (that i is, to Peter; and 
with him to the reſt of the apoſtles,) She keys 
Elbe kingdom of heaven, and whatſoever thou 
Halt bind on earth, Hall be bound in heaven, 
and whatſoever thou ſhalt looſe on earth ha 
| be logſed in heaven (u) the meaning of which 
Promiſe is manifeſtly this, that the apoſtles 


Dt and their ſucceſſors ſhould be chief govern- 


ors of the Church under Chriſt, and as ſuch 
ſhould have authority to admit and exclude, 
to condemn or abſolve, whom they judged 

convenient, which is certain from another | 
paſſage, where our Lord having cautioned 
his «diſciples that they ſhould not offend 
-others, proceeds to inſtru them how to 

behave themſelves when others ſhould offend 
them. That firſt they ſhould privately 
«dmonifh the offender; if this did not bring 
fs) Mare 4 19. 5 
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him t to repentance they ſhould then reprove 


him be yore 1200 or three witneſſes ; but if this 
alſo proved unſucceſsful, their laſt remedy 
| ſhould be to tell it to the Church; and if the 
_ offender ſtill neglected to hear, as their au- 
 thority was wholly /piritual, and they could 
not inflict any civil puniſhment on him, all 
that our Lord directs them to do is, that 
they ſhould account the obſtinate offender 
as an heathen or a publican (o), they ſhould 


look on him no longer as a member of the 


Church, but place him among infidels, and 
other profligate men, Whoſe eren 


they uſed to ſhun. 


That this authority was i and held | 
to be of divine right by the Apoſtles and 
their ſucceſſors the Biſhops of the primitive 
Church, is clear; from the caſe of Ananias 


and Sappbira, when it pleaſed God to atteſt 


the apoſtolic authority of retaining fins by 
enabling Peter to ſtrike both the offenders 
with preſent death (p): and from the caſe of 


— 


(6) Mar, il. 15, 16, 7. C, Af v. 12. 
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the beste Corinthian ( 705 whom St. Paul 
delivered to Satan, excluded from the Church 
of Chriſt, from the crime of inceſt, and 
afterwards received again to communion upon 
repentance. And this power was not con- 
fined to the apoſtles, but was to be conti- 
nued to their ſucceſſors; we find it was com- 
mitted to Timotby and Titns, whom St. Paul 
ſet over the Churches of Epheſus and Crete, 
For he writes thus to Timotby: Againſt an 
elder receive not an accuſation, but. before 1wo 
or three witneſſes (r) and if he had power 
to receive accuſations and hear witneſſes, he 
muſt have authority to paſs ſome cenſure 
upon them, if they were found guilty. And 
the ſame apo/He writes thus to Titus: A man 
that tis an heretick after ibe firſt and ſecond 
| admonition reject (5). The like power had 
the angels of the ſeven Churches in the Re- 
velation. For the 57/5 of Pergamus was 
ſeverely reproved for having the Nicolaitans 
| in his communion 09.5 ind the. * of 


600 1 e v. 15. © 1 | Tim. v. 19. 
00 Bin ia. of Rey, ii, 15, =: 
FF Malina 
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Thyatira for ſuferinty that woman Fezebel 4 9 
Which manifeſtly implies, they had autho- 
rity to exclude them from the Church, for 
otherwiſe they could not have been blamed. 


for permitting them to remain in it. 


_ Niuthly, Laſtly, another right of the clergy, 


is thawof demanding a competent mainte- 


nance from the people committed to their 


charge. It is certain that God has an abfo- 


lute right to diſpoſe of all we have in the 
world; and ſince it has appeared, that he 
has appointed arr order of men, to attend 
continually on his worſhip and ſervice, we 
cannot doubt but that he requires fo much f 
of our worldly ſubſtance to be ſet apart for bs 
their ſupport, as may enable them to dif- 
char ge the duties of their function, and ſuch 
as may expreſs the juſt reſpect which is 
borne to their office and character. Our 
Lord himſelf with his retinue of Apoſtles and. 
Diſciples, was maintained by charitable con- 
tributions; for we read that many miniſtered = 


0 Rev. ii. 20. 
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unto him of their ſubſtance (00. When he 
ſent forth his Apoſtles to preach, - he gave © 
them this inſtruction, Provide neither gold, 1 


nor filver, nor brafs, in Vur purſes, for the Il © 
WOrkman is worthy of bis meat (w). Whence ; 
it is manifeſt, that our Lord accounted it the p 
duty of thoſe, to whom the Goſpel was F 


preached, to give a compelent maintenance 
to them that preached it. When the apoſtle II , 
St. Paul puts the 7 b. uloniaus in mind that Io 
he had maintained himſelf, he at the fame Id 
time aſſerts his right to require maintenance | tl 
of them: No (ſays he) becauſe we have not g 
pPꝛower (z). And to the Corinthians he ſays, Ife 
- That as they who wait at the altar are par- || © 
1akers with the altar, even ſo bath the Lord |" 
ordained, that they who preach the Go/pet, 
Hould live of the Goſpel (3). Where it is / 
plain that the Miniſters of the Goſpel have 1 
authority to require 4 competent mainte- K 
nance from the people committed to their I} , 
care; and as the privileges of the Goſpel 12 


0 Late viii 2, 3. (a) Matt. x. 9, 10. g 


"61-4 2 T hefl. 1 iii. 8. 0 50 1 Cor.! ix. 6. 
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certainly are not leſs than thoſe of the Jaw, 
and the ape has inferred that the Miniſters 


muſt not be leſs in proportion, than that 
which the Jewiſh prieſts enjoyed. 


me determined is, What obedience is due from 


nee the private members of this ſociety to their 
not governors ? That all lay-chriſtians do owe | 
ys, ſome obedience to their ſpiritual rulers is 
ar. evident from our Lord's command to hear 
„de church (x), and the injunction of the 


Apoſtle, Oley them that have the rule over 


* you, and ſubmit yourſelves, for they watch for 
I your ſauls, as they that muſt give an account (a). 
"© | The Church which we are 70 bear is to be 
Ne” known from the foregoing deſcription of it, 
jeir 


(z) Matt. xvi, 17. i til Heb. xiii, 17. 


TP 5 125 , derive 


of Chriſt ought to /ive of the Goſpel, becauſe. 
the Jewiſb priefts lived of the altar, we may 
reaſonably conclude, that their maintenance 


IV. As it appears that the Church is a 
compleat ſociety, wherein ſome govern and 
others are governed, the next thing to be 


and the rulers to whom we are to yield obe- 
pet dience, and ali wren are 1 who 
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derive their commiſſion by an uninterrupted 


ſucceſſion from Chrit and his Apoſtles, 


Wherein this obedience to our rulers con- 
ſiſts, and what are the limits of it, we may 
learn from the nature and extent of their 
power; for ſo far as they have a right to 


command, ſo far are we bound to obey. 


Nou all things that are in the world may be 
divided into good, bad, and indifferent. The 
good oblige by their own nature, and the com- 


mand of God; in theſe things the authority 
of our governors is of no force; for whatever 


: is enjoined by the poſitive command of God, 
we are bound to do, whether they require it 


or not. The evil are by the ſame forbidden, 


and we are obliged not to obey our Govern- 
ors, if they ſhould command them. So that 


it is the indifferent only whereto their autho- 
rity reaches, and the things which are indif- 


ferent | in themſelves are all thoſe which relate 
to the outward peace and order of the 


Church; which are not enjoined by the ex- 


preſs word of God, but yet are in no reſpect 
contrary to it, in no wiſe forbidden by it. 
This authority was $ exerciſed by the Govern- 
Ors 


La 


d Nors of the Church from the F (as 
s. hath been ſhewn) and it undoubtedly belongs 
to them; for as they are evidently inveſted 
with ſome ſpiritual authority, and they can 
command in nothing at all, if not in mdif- 
ferent things, in all ſuch things as are indif- 
ſerent, they certainly have a right to com 
mand. And as is their authority, ſuch is to 
be our ſubmiſſion. | So that the obedience” 
we owe to our ſpiritual governors, conſiſts 
in obſerving all their injunctions, that are 
contained within theſe bounds of their com- 
miſſion; in ſubmitting to that diſcipline, 
which they ſhall inflict, either to recover us 
n, from a ſtate of folly, or to preſerve us 
n- rom falling into it; in attending their public 
at Nadminiſtrations at ſuch ſimes and places as they 
o- hall appoint, and upon ſuch occaſions as 
E hey ſhall judge proper, to increaſe our piety 
te and devotion; and in ſubmitting to ſuch re- 


he Rulations as they ſhall think conducive to- 


x- [vards the edifying of the body of Chriſt, This 
.& Iss our duty; for things which are indifferent 

it, Tin their nature, when commanded by lawful 
n- I[-#thority, are no longer indifferent to us, 
E 1 
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— bunt become neceſſary, in their uſe; and in 

ö 47 Aer them that have the rule oder us, 
we diſobey God, who | has commanded us to 
for. conſcience ſake, 'F and therefore 
„anf this we are todo, from a. ſenſe of that 
1 Tight, which they have to command, intruſted 
to them by God our Saviour, and of that 
1 penalty to which we are nal 
1 cCeontempt 3 Jr be that deſpifetivebem, 2 
5 8 * Him that fent. th em. 


